Reawakened Part 3: Word of God Speak!

Nehemiah 8:1-8
Introduction: Illus. Road Map vs. GPS - How many of you have ever used one of these before? (hold up road map.) These are old school right here. You unfold them and find the road you are on and the place you want to be and make a determination as to which route you are going to take to reach your final destination. They work pretty well except for when you have to fold them back up or if yours is out of date. 
Now how many of you have one of these? (Hold up the GPS.) A marvel of modern technology. You type in your destination on the screen and it triangulates your position through a bunch of unseen satellites orbiting the earth and gives you the best route based on a computer map stored in the device. Even this is a little old school because the stand-alone GPS has pretty much been replaced with an application on your Smartphone. It is pretty accurate too except when you don't have up-to-date maps or when you misspell the name of your destination city and end up 150 miles away from where you are supposed to be in the middle of a cow pasture...not that I would ever do that...there was this friend I know...
Regardless, we use maps and GPS devices to give us guidance and direction on our journey. In a similar way, we look to the Word of God to provide guidance and direction on our spiritual journey. This book is like a spiritual GPS. We open it for guidance, look up an address in the Old or New Testament, and the Holy Spirit - that unseen member of the Trinity - triangulates our spiritual location and then directs us to where we need to be going. The major difference though is that unlike a map or a GPS, the Word of God never fails. We may fail it, however!
In order to experience a genuine reawakening in our lives, we must take a fresh look to the Word of God as our true source of authority and direction and as a change agent in our lives. We read in Psalm 19:7 the words of King David who reminds us that: "The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple..." The Word of God is the fuel for a consistent, godly lifestyle. Without it's guidance and help, we drift away from God and often rely on our sinful hearts in making decisions in life. If you follow your heart, you will soon be off track with God.
Last Sunday, we examined Nehemiah 1 and the prayer pattern of Nehemiah's prayer life. In the passage we just read today, we fast forward and rejoin Nehemiah and the Israelites who returned from exile in Babylon. The rebuilding of the wall was completed in 52 days on the 25th day of the sixth month of the Jewish calendar. On the first day of the seventh month - the Jewish New Year which included the Feast of Trumpets - they assembled together to celebrate and to rededicate themselves to God. It was during this time that Ezra, the priest brought out the book of the law - God's word - and began to read it to the people from a special platform that had been built for this occasion. 
This is where we pick-up in our story today - where the people of God hear and respond to the Word of God. Let us see what we can learn from their experience that will help us regain our proper reverence and respect for God's word.

I. REVERENCE AND RESPECT THE WORD OF GOD (v. 5)
a. Some of these people were likely hearing the Word of God for the first time in their lives seeing as they lived many years in exile in Babylon. Remember what it was like to first hear the Word of God? I don't mean physical hearing - I mean spiritual. It brought conviction and awe, correct?

i. The Law was read publically in plain view of the entire assembly.

ii. The people stood up as was a custom from the days of Moses. God's people always stood at the reading of the Law.
iii. Now you know why I ask people to stand while reading God's word at the beginning of the sermon.

iv. Even the early Christian Church adopted such a practice.

b. In many respects, I believe we need to regain this sense of reverence and respect for the Word of God. Even some who claim to be believers show a lack of respect for the Word.

i. I have heard allegedly Christian people say, "The Bible is only a book." Heaven help us! The Bible is authoritative! It is the only standard for our faith and practice. (illus. Cool Spring - "Too much Bible...more stories about me.")
ii. If you get to pick and choose the authoritative portions of the Bible for yourself, how can you know anything you believe about Jesus is true?...because that is where we get our information about Jesus.

iii. Illus. Hymn..."How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord, is laid for your faith in His excellent Word! What more can He say than to you He hath said, to you who for refuge to Jesus have fled?" 

c. It matters not what the world says about this book. The world has tried unsuccessfully for nearly 2000 years to destroy the Bible. They have dissected it, reinterpreted it, tried to eliminate it and have desecrated it and yet their efforts have been in vain! It remains!
II. HEAR AND HUNGER FOR THE WORD OF GOD (vv. 3, 6)
a. In verse 3 we read, "And the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law." They heard the Word and they hungered for more. It moved them to worship and praise the Author and it eventually, as we see in Neh. 9, moved them to repentance.

i. Some people hear the word and respond by being offended (Meme 1)
ii. Some people hear the word and respond by worshipping God and repenting of their sins. (Meme 2)
iii. The worst however is when we hear the word of God and remain apathetic and still in our sins.
b. Jesus repeatedly said to the churches in Revelation, "He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches." Do you have an ear? Oh, you have 2 ears as far as I can tell but that doesn't mean you have heard what the Spirit is saying!

i. "He who is often reproved, yet stiffens his neck, will suddenly be broken beyond healing." (Pro 29:1)
ii. "You search the Scriptures because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness about me, yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life." (John 5:39-40)
c. Whenever you truly hear the Word of God, it will leave you hungering and thirsting for righteousness. It is like an appetizer for your soul.

III. ABSORB AND APPLY THE WORD OF GOD (v. 7-8)

a. Here we see the Levites - the temple ministers - we would probably call them the associate pastors or maybe the deacons - as they explained what was being read to the people.

i. One of the reasons why this was necessary was that the people were unaccustomed to hearing the scriptures in Hebrew and they needed interpreters.

ii. Even so, it was the job of the Levites to help them understand the what was read - just as it is the main job of your pastor and your Sunday school teachers to study and prepare in order to help you understand the Word.

iii. On average it takes me a minimum of 12-20 hours to prepare for one message. It involves prayerfully studying the word, commentaries about the passage, sometimes looking at parts of the passage in the original language, and eventually preparing notes to use while preaching.
iv. Of course, some people believe we preachers only work one hour per week!
b. Let me just say, I believe that true understanding of the Word requires us to not only absorb what we hear but to apply it to our lives - only then can we say we have understood.

IV. As a believer, your job is more than just to accumulate information about the Bible, your job is to assimilate the Bible into your life. Only then will it lead to life transformation. Information without transformation is only inspiration.
V. "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God." (Col. 3:16) 
Conclusion: All of this is well and Good, but did it really make a difference in the lives of the Israelites? Well turn with me to Nehemiah 9:1-3...

"Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the people of Israel were assembled with fasting and in sackcloth, and with earth on their heads. And the Israelites separated themselves from all foreigners and stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities of their fathers. And they stood up in their place and read from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God for a quarter of the day; for another quarter of it they made confession and worshiped the LORD their God." (Nehemiah 9:1-3)
The reading of God's Word was the change agent in the lives of Gods people that triggered revival in the land. We must return to Gods word with renewed reverence and respect, we must hear and hunger, and we must absorb and apply the Word if we want to see spiritual renewal and transformation take place again.
